Dear Principal,

In 2011-12 the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test, Second Edition (NNAT 2) was administered to kindergarten students at Fairmount Park, Gulfport, Lakewood, Maximo, and Melrose in an effort to identify potentially gifted learners. In May 2012, the results of the grade level screenings were shared with you and parents.  

As the new school year begins, your gifted teachers, Sally Baynard and Barbe O’Steen, and I would like to share our plans for the next phase.  We recognize the need to nurture the development of creative and critical thinking skills the students who demonstrated potential on the NNAT 2, especially those from underrepresented populations.   Rather than considering these students “at risk”, we consider them “at potential”.  
“At Potential” students in your school have been identified as those current 1st grade students who scored at or above the 75th percentile on the spring 2012 administration of the NNAT 2. Your student list is attached and includes those students who have been referred for further gifted evaluation as well as students who may benefit from exposure to lessons designed to develop higher level creative and critical thinking skills. 
Goal 1 of the 2010 Florida Plan for K-12 Gifted Education stresses early identification, increased awareness of gifted characteristics, and early intervention.  Using the Florida Plan as a guide, your school’s gifted teachers and I have developed a plan to work with these “At Potential” students.  
The 2012-13 “At Potential” project has three components:

1. Small group sessions with targeted students

2. Whole grade level screening of 1st graders with the NNAT 2
3. Increased awareness of gifted characteristics 
Small Group Sessions:  The identified small groups of 1st graders will be pulled for 1 hour sessions on 8 consecutive Wednesdays.  During the small group sessions, Ms. Baynard and Ms. O’Steen will focus on the development of creative and critical thinking skills.  Two resources will be used:

1) Primary Education Thinking Skills (P.E.T.S.) – Lessons introduce high level thinking skills:

convergent (deductive logic and analysis); divergent (inventive thinking and creative thinking); evaluative (judging); and, visual/spatial perception (mental manipulation of shapes).

2) Project U-Stars Plus – Lessons are developed on science/literature connections.

Whole Grade Level Screening:  The NNAT 2 has been purchased to screen all 1st grade students at your school during the second semester of 2013.

Increased Awareness of Gifted Characteristics:  Ms. Baynard and Ms. O’Steen will serve as resources to your staff and parent community to help increase awareness based on your school needs.  Several copies of Teaching Young Gifted Children in the Regular Classroom – Identifying, Nurturing and Challenging Ages 4-9 have been purchased for your primary staff as a resource.
“At Potential” Timeline:

September 19 – November 7

Small group sessions for Fairmount, Lakewood, and Gulfport

November 28 – January 30

Small group sessions for Maximo and Melrose

February 6 – March 13


Administration of NNAT 2 to all 1st grade students

April – May



Notification of NNAT 2 results
We are very excited to begin working with your “At Potential” students.  However, we are sensitive to the many demands on your staff.  Your guidance and assistance is needed in scheduling.  Please email Ms. Baynard and      Ms. O’Steen by September 12 with the following:
1) two time slot options for  1 hour sessions scheduled for 8 consecutive Wednesdays and
2) a designated space in your school for the small group sessions.
We look forward to working with you. Please feel free to contact me or your gifted teachers if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your continued support.

Jenny Klimis

Gifted Program Specialist

Sally Baynard

Gifted Program Teacher

 Thurgood Marshall K-5 Gifted

Barbe O’Steen

Gifted Program Teacher

Thurgood Marshall K-5 Gifted

